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This is UNEVALUATED Information|

1, ‘thé_ appeintment of ﬁarshal Zhukev te the pest of Minister
of Defense was made foy the fellewlng reasensi L 25X1

a. Mapshsal Zhulev 15 the mest popular high=ranking Seviet Artiy effieer,
bovh within the military and with the pepulation in general. 25X1

b, Zhukev Lo the most professienally eempetent higheranking Seviet effiecr,
ghis indieate@@ thero is an inereased eomphasis en preparatiosxi
0F WAF,

26 the appeintment of Zhultev, with his great pepularity, weuld25X1
niet have been made exespt fer the nescssity imposed by Paragraph 1 (b) abeva,
and the balaneing faster that Khrushehev, at the present time, appavently
feels that he hadp suffieient pewer te be able te econtrol Zhukev, 25X1

political eentrol of the military would be exereised by the leng=p5x1

established system of pelitieal effieers in the Army, answerable te the Party,
Politiesal effieers still play a pewerful pele in the Party eentrel ef the Ary.

\thie eontrel will ot1ll be exereised by Khrushohev threughos5x1

.gafiitis
3 \ \additianal politieal asntrel has been established avey 25X1
Zhukev by his inelusien in the Central Cemmittes of the Party. 25X1
this was done shortly after the death of Stalins thig25X1
inelusion would serve to ally Zhulkev mere with the pelitieal than with the
military elements, 25X1

s Ansther faster whieh probably gave Khrushehev cenfidence in his ability te
sonbrel any possibly dissident elements wae the resent slevatien ef the
ghairmanship of the Cemmittee of State Seeurity to mindsterial level. ;
Khruphshev and Serev, the present ehairman of the KGB, have a leng histery 6f &
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friendly working relationship.
'never in history has the Soviet military been 25X1

instrumental in formulating or influencing national policy, and any
tendency on the part of the West to consider the Soviet military as a political
factor is unfounded.

‘ the assignment of Malenkov, following his resignation as ogx4

Premier, to the post of Deputy Premier of the USSR and Minister of Electric
Power Stations, was calculated to dispel any thought that his resignation was
brought about through a struggle for power among Soviet leaders, but was
nothing more than an administrative rcassignment. This maneuver has historical
precedent, For example, Trotskly was assigned to the same Ministry of

Electric Power Stations (sic) as the first step in his downfall, and Yezhov was
assigned as Commissar of Communications under similar circumstances.

25X1
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